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The Communication Difference
According to the article, “The Communication Difference” by Family Life, communication between stepparents is important. When stepparents communicate with each other effectively, they avoid getting into disagreement which might end up creating unfavorable family environment that will be detrimental to the family members. While communicating, it is important to pay attention to what the other partner is saying to avoid misunderstandings. 
The partners should not make assumptions about each other’s motives, feelings and thoughts. This is clearly seen in this article as Anita appears to have been assuming the reason why her husband, Michael was not taking more initiative with his children. She assumed that Michael was so soft and did not assume a more firm stand with regard to disciplining his children (Family Life 1). This may or may not be taken as part of his concerns, but the issue is that Anita was not listening to what Michael had to say for his stand with regard to taking actions against the behavior of his son.
Family Life appears to be challenging the idea of being considerate about another person’s feelings. It is important for the stepparents to be considerate about each other’s feelings. In this article, the author appears to be pointing out that Anita was not considerate about Michael’s feelings. Instead of being considerate to Michael’s feelings, Anita was busy taking advantage of the situation and using Michael’s feelings as ammunition which she could apply to plead her case. The author also challenges the idea of making assumptions of the other partner. 
The authors challenge the idea of accusing the other partner. Partners should not accuse each other, instead they should seek for ways through which they can resolve their issues amicably. In the article, Michael accused Anita of wanting to be in control of the family. This might be a way of Anita saying indirectly that she will be happy being in control of the people in her live (Family Life 2). The impact of accusing her might even elevate the situation to a point where the family could be in a situation which could have proved to them to be irreversible. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Parents in a stepfamily should take on effective ways to help in managing the family. Stepfamilies are fragile and therefore, the partners should be very careful with their deeds or what they say of each other. Communication is an important part that should be treated with concern as it determines the state of the family. When family members get open with each other they tend to communicate with each other in a better way which results in issues getting resolved without quarrels.
At times it is good to consider picking on the best ways that could help in easing the situation in a stepfamily. In this case, the two parents had children from their previous relationships and therefore these children are supposed to get integrated into the new family. This is the point where parents in a stepfamily need to be flexible to assume different roles. For instance, Anita was hated by Michael’s son due to punishing him. When Michael requested Anita to step down from her role of controlling his son, she was not happy about it. This is an indication that Anita was inflexible and was not willing to let go of her new role; staying in control of Michael’s son.
The article seems to be well structured as it starts with a form of case that is clear. The case involves a stepfamily where there seems to be issues. The woman accuses her husband of being negligent with regard to the conduct of the children. On the other hand, the husband accuses his wife of her urge to stay in control of the family. Afterwards, the author narrows down to what the partners should have employed in resolving their issues. The article points out that the parents ought to have open their heart and ears (Family Life 2). Once a person open his or her heart, he or she gets to understand the other person’s feelings. This helps in ensuring that the partners do not result in hurting each other. Therefore, the article has a good structure as it finalizes with recommendations that are meant to resolve family issues in a polite way.
According to Family Life, a partner should humble to the other person’s influence. Once this gets to the heart of a partner, it will turn out that he or she will be listening to what the other is saying. If both partners engage each other in a race of words where each is trying to outdo the other, it turns out that they will end up failing. A family is a unit that requires all partners to listen and reach out to decisions that will help in ensuring that the whole unit attains its ultimate goal. In addition, a pride person will result in making the other feel offended by the defensive nature of the other. The pride partner will be busy working on his or her agenda instead of listening to what the other person is saying. For instance, in this article Anita appears to be the person who has pride since she seems not to be paying attention to what Michael is saying or the points at which he is driving his thoughts. 
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